FRACTURES AND JOINT INJURIES by unknown
The chapter on the Integumentary System deals only with two lesions-Molluscum contagiosum
and lupus vulgaris. No mention or illustration is given of the common medial necrosis of the aorta
(lescribed by Erdheim.
However, these are minor criticisms, and we feel sure that this edition will continue to hold
the high place in the students' esteem which was gained by its predecessor.
Once again the publishers are to be congratulated on the manner in which they have overcome
the difficulties of war-time production.
THE ESSENTIALS OF MODERN SURGERY. Edited by R. M. Handfield-
Jones, M.C., M.S., F.R.C.S., and A. E. Porritt, M.A., M.Ch., F.R.C.S,
Second Edition. Published by E. & S. Livingstone. 40s.
ON the whole, this volume fulfils the requirements of its title adequately, and includes ear, nose,
throat, and gynaecological conditions, but not those of the eye. There are also sections on
anesthetics and venereal diseases, although there may be some doubt as to the necessity of
including these in a strictly surgical work.
There are a few unsatisfactory statements, such as the description of fluctuation on page 23, and
in the description of crush injuries it is advised that every effort be made to overcome diminishing
renal function. More practical advice seems called for in a work of this kind.
The suggestion of lumbar ganglionectomy in the treatment of senile gangrene would not b.
approved by many.
In the section on surgical technique, the dictum that no operation should be undertaken by any
surgeon unless he is capable of meeting, with skill and dexterity, any complication, however
unforeseen, that may occur, is one too often forgotten, and deserves the emphasis laid upon it.
In the section on colloid goitre, the treatment advised is relief of pressure, improvement of the
patient's appearance, and prevention of thyrotoxicosis. Here again, one would like more practical
information as to how these desirable objects are to be obtained.
In essentials, however, this book is so good that such inconsistencies, easily remedied, strike
a jarring note.
"THE MEDICAL ANNUAL," 1943. Edited by Sir Henry Tidy, K.B.E., M.D.,
F.R.C.P., and A. Rendle Short, M.D., B.S., F.R.C.S. John Wright, Bristol,
25s. net.
"OF making many books there is no end; and much study is a weariness of the flesh." The
author of these words had never seen the Index Medicus, which has so amply justified his statements.
Year by year "The Medical Annual" tries to alleviate our weariness by giving us an epitome of
all that is best in the medical literature of the year. The names of the editors and the list of
erudite contributors are a sufficient guarantee of the breadth of their researches and their ability
to place their results clearly before us. It would be invidious to attempt to assess the comparative
value of the contributions (all of which may be described as worthy of the names of the editors),
but a barrister's article on Legal Decisions may be specially mentioned. The present reviewer
remembers a country doctor who for over fifty years read only one medical book each year; it
was "The Medical Annual," and his marginal annotation showed how thoroughly he performed
his task. He had an amazing knowledge of the trends of medical and surgical progress, and he
lived to the age of ninety-seven ! This reviewer does not prescribe "The Medical Annual" as a
guarantee of longevity, but it may be regarded as a valuable adjuvant.
FRACTURES AND JOINT INJURIES. By R.Watson-Jones, B.Sc., M.Ch.Orth.,
F.R.C.S. E. & S. Livingstone, Edinburgh. Complete in two volumes, 75s.
THfE third edition of Mr. Watson-Jones' book is for convenience published in two volumes. Volume I
is now ready, and Volume II will be available in November. It would be difficult to overestimate
146the excellence of this work. This third edition is enhanced by new features and many new and
beautiful illustrations, and good illustrations, as Mr. Watson-Jones asserts, are the essence of
good teaching.
In the first two hundred and fifty-three pages the general principles involved in fracture treatment
are discussed in an interesting and readable manner, and the illvstrating plates are both beautiful
and convincing.
The dangers of screening during manipulation of fractures and even of holding the plate for
X-ray while pinning fractures of the neck of the femur, may come as a surprise to surgeons who
have not read the Report of British X-Ray and Radium Protection Committee.
The remainder of the book is devoted to the injuries of each bone and their treatment. Here
the author shows not only profound knowledge and experience of the subject, but the gift of
imparting his knowledge clearly and concisely.
It is impossible in a short note to review in detail a work of this magnitude. It is an entrancing
book, which should be in the possession of every surgeon who treats bone injuries, and available
in hospital to every house-surgeon who assists in their treatment.
THE STUDENT'S HANDBOOK OF SURGICAL OPERATIONS (Treves and
Wakeley). Seventh Edition revised by Cecil P. G. Wakeley, C.B., D.Sc,,
F.R.C.S., F.R.S.E., F.A.C.S.(Hon.), F.R.A.C.S., Fellow -of King's College,
London. Pp. 562. With 265 illustrations. Cassell & Co. Ltd.
THis book gives tlhe student an excellent introduction to all branches Qf general surgery, and the
author has succeeded in compressing into a very small volume the knowledge that would be
required for th-ie B.Ch. or the more advanced surgical degrees. The illustrations are clear, and
one is especially impressed by the comments which accompany nmany of the operations. The section
on inguinal hernia is worthy of praise, and includes the author's own method. No writer can hope
to satisfy all his colleagues, and it is with apologies that we draw attention to the following
points of difference
1. Operation for insertion of Smith-Peterson pin.-The author describes only the open operatiQn.
In our experience the closed operation with control by the Engel-May direction finder or some
other controlling method has superseded the open operation.
2. Methods of obtaining skeletal traction are omitted.
3. In the treatment of Hallsx Valgus the relief of the deformity by removal of the proximal half
of the proximal phalanx is omitted.
4. The cystic vessels are described as lying to the left of the cystic duct. One questions the
accuracy of this statement. Surely as one approaches the duct from the postero-medial aspect, it
is only after dividing the duct that the vessels are exposed.
5. In describing posterior gastro-enterostoiny, one is left in doubt as to the exact direction taken
by the gastric incision. Is it vertical, horizontal, or oblique? Fig. 168 does not make the
matter clear.
These are all points of minor importance and they do not detract from the general utility of
the book, which introduces the student to the whole field of surgery, including brain, chest,
orthopeedics, and radium.